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Antiques Eye 


HE Cotswolds has provided 
inspiration for artists and 
craftsmen for generations. 
The beautiful countryside, its 
rolling hills, picturesque 
towns and villages and hidden 
valleys are a joy to discover. In the 
late 19th century, many artists looked 
to the lush countryside and peaceful- 
ness of the Cotswolds to escape the 
stifling cities, seeking inspiration in a 
way Of life far removed from urban 
sprawl and the grime of industrialisa- 
tion. 

Among the well-known names 
seeking refuge were pre-Raphaelite 
painters William Morris and Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti who jointly leased 
Kelmscott Manor, near Lechlade, as a 
rural retreat in 1871. Furthermore, 
craft communities developed around 
Ernest Gimson and Sidney and 
Ernest Barnsley, who moved to the 
south Cotswolds in 1893. C. R. 
Ashbee’s famous Guild of Handicraft 
- over 50 craftsmen and their families 
- moved to Chipping Campden from 
London’s East End in 1902. 

Artists including John Singer 
Sargent, Alfred Parsons and the 
American painter Francis Davis 
Millet put down roots in Broadway 
and inspired followers such as the 
Birmingham-born painter Ernest 
Albert Chadwick, among many 
others. Today, The Birmingham City 
Art Gallery is one of the best places to 
catch up on such painters, but it is 
often easier to find works on sale in 
commercial shops and galleries 
across Gloucestershire and Oxford- 
shire. 

The Cotswolds Decorative, 
Antiques & Art Fair at Westonbirt 
School, from August 11-13, promises 
a range of antiques, jewellery and 
paintings from 40 specialist dealers, 
including a number of pictures by 
local artists from the past 150 years 
- and Ernest Albert Chadwick will be 
one of them. 

A depiction of Tewkesbury Abbey 
in summer sunshine, painted with 
the luminous use of light for which 
Chadwick is known in his scenes of 
rural life, will be on sale from 
Newman Fine Art. Gallery owner 
Derek Newman often specialises in 
Cotswolds paintings and will have 
other local views by artists including 
Charles Gere, RA RWS (1869-1957), 
depicting the Severn in an evening 
light; and the famous watercolourist 
John Varley (1778-1842), with a view 
of Herefordshire’s Goodrich Castle, 
well before any 20th century 
restoration. 

Chadwick is one of Derek’s 
favourite artists - and one of this 
writer’s too. Born in Marston Green, 
Birmingham in 1876, Chadwick was 
the second of three children of the 
draughtsman and wood engraver, 
John William Chadwick, and his wife, 
Emily. He almost certainly studied 


under his father before he attended 
Birmingham Municipal School of Art. 
The Census of 1901 tells us 
Chadwick followed in his father’s 
footsteps, working as an engraver, 
while his sisters were identified as a 
teacher and a photographer. His 
talent didn’t take long to be recog- 
nised and in 1876 he was invited to 
exhibit at the Royal Birmingham 
Society of Artists where he showed 
several landscape watercolours. Such 
was his popularity that he was 
elected an associate member of the 
society in 1907 and a full member in 
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In the late 19th century, 
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lush countryside and 
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Cotswolds to escape the 
stifling cities, seeking 
inspiration in a way of life far 
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1912. By the turn of the century, 
Chadwick was also exhibiting at the 
Royal Academy of Arts, in London, 
and did so almost annually until 
1919. During the same period, his 
work began to be reproduced in 
periodicals, including special 
numbers of The Studio. As an 
example, The Studio Yearbook for 
Decorative Art for 1908 contains his 
images of two gardens - in Lichfield 
and near Lancaster - designed by 
Thomas H. Mawson. 

In 1911, Chadwick married Ethel 
Maud Barrows, the daughter of a 
wine merchant and Justice of the 
Peace, and they settled in Solihull. 
He painted portraits of both his wife 
and his father-in-law, rare exceptions 
to his work as a landscape painter. 

On the eve of the First World War, 
in 1914, Chadwick held a solo show 
of watercolours at the Graves Gallery 
in Birmingham, and during the war 
continued to exhibit occasionally. 

During the 1920s, he widened the 
geographical range of his subjects 
after adapting a bicycle to carry his 
painting equipment on sketching 
tours of North Wales, Cornwall and 
Brittany. Records suggest he roamed 
as far as the Isle of Capri. 

Success followed, and his talents 
were further acknowledged when, in 


1924, he was elected a member of the 


New Society of Artists (three years 
after the society was founded to give 
artists outside London the opportu- 
nity to exhibit in the capital). In 1925, 
he was invited to become a member 
of the Lake Artists Society. Having 
shown regularly at the Royal 
Cambrian Academy, in Conway, 
through the decade, he was elected 
an Academician in 1929. A decade 
later, in 1939, he was elected a 
member of the Royal Institute of 
Painters in Water Colours. Neverthe- 
less, he also remained loyal to his 
locality, and became the Secretary of 
the Birmingham Art Circle. 


By the early 1930s, Chadwick was 
living in Henley-in-Arden. He 
continued to work and exhibit almost 
until his death on March 2, 1956. I 
can recall visiting the Henley gallery 
in the 1980s, by then under different 
ownership and showing a great 
variety of paintings, but still selling a 
few fine examples of E.A.Chadwick. 
B® The Cotswolds Decorative, 
Antiques & Art Fair is at Westonbirt 
School, near Tetbury, August 11-13. 
Further details and tickets from: 
www.cooperevents.com 


& DUNCAN Phillips is a fine art and 
antiques collector and writer 


